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I. 3Swrvey oi PAUS Functions

A. Hews Agency

TASS (Telegrafnoye Agsnisvo SESR), the central news agenoy
of the Seviet Uhien, supplies newve coverage for the newspapers
of the USSR. Ists daily file runs te abeut one million words
sransmitted by redio, teleshore, wircless telatypewriter, Hell-
sohreider, cable and mail, g PAES vollecta news 1n the UNIR
mostly through the tel shie auencies of the several Soviet
republics. These are miémﬂ agencies subordinate te TAS: and
subjeet to its control. TiSI feature articles on events within
the USSR are either reprists :nd re-writes of editorials anc
articles in leading Moscow organs, or Perty-directed prepsginia
pieces for the amsller nererpag er:.

T™he petivity of TAS3 sithin che US3R, despite the sttriluce
of "exclusive” of the 193% churter (estion 1, No, 5 of the Laws
and Deorees of the wWorkert an: Ponsents Sovernment of the UESR), 2/
is parslleled hy that of Faavg nstis ; Eomsome] 'k irs
: ve th own correfponiente within the tomntry, indspen-
dently of TASS. 3/ These /ll-Unioh newspapers account for RO
percent of the tetal newsjprper dirculation in the USSA, 4/ 1In

addition, P has a Prece Pudesu which dlasesinstes 1us
materiasl : to many sma ler provinelial newspapers, with-
out goling t TASS. 5, However, TASS disseminates f%ﬁ_'ﬁ
iead editorial daily tc ltisz: nwwspapers not reached by the

\ Press Buresu, Thue, 3 though TASE plays & major role In
collection and disseminaticz of lomestic newe within the USSR,
1ts role iz not sxclusive.

TASS appears to have i udie sontrolling role in the collestlon
of news abxoad and its dlpcamnstlon in Rassia, although Erpyv:
m Radio m‘ﬂéat Ixvestia ind Xomsome 1takave : have tneir

oD 153 ¢ - o $1elatd aﬁs m & n sl ¢ ¢ _ AdToOsa.
ecui¢n of forelzn news, however, thatl
places it among the leadiyy, L:témational news agencles.

primacy s in the eol

SECRET/NOFLL < £D CONTROL
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There is little resembine: betwien TASE and the western
news agencies due te the pooylisr characteristics and propa~

ganda requirements of the [iowist press. The energy snd capi-
tal expended by the Soviet ovarpsent on propaganda, both do-

mestic and foreign, go far wayné the normal & frﬁs of weatern
countrias to obtelnm swppor: fo- thelr policlies., §/

This conditiens the woricin; sethods of the TASS sorrespon-
dents abroad., They are sotorlous for thelr lack of interest
in a wiole rangs of sabjech: wiieh are considered news in the
Free World, TARS correspolulence rardly atbempt to initiste
ra%s oF run dows leads. Ty rely haavily on plok-ups fron
local mewspapers, offleial conleroncas or hapdouts and on
scclial contacts with other 'vr:ign correspontents. There am
indications that summaries nd shalyses of news coverage and
sditorial content of the fiuwias press constitute & large part
of the TASS srafflc, TASS correspondents also perform a fom
w:mswm service sl la- to that performed by FBIS an

The limited interest i news is rerlected by the fallurs
of TAS3 offices to explelt Jully the teletype sewvices of tlhe
western news agencies which ar: svatlaule o them. Although
this lgngmly be expleinid B the faet that these wire sex~
vicées alao are 4irectly svic.la:le at Moscow headgquarters of TA3S,
where all the sditing and finai re-weiting ie dome, the bl
of the neows dissesinated ¥ "h: wantamn agencles is never pub-
liahed in the 3cvist presc.

How the propaganda reciureiwsts of the USSR condition thw
operating methods of the boviet correspondents has been indi-
cated By TARS Director K.0. Paguwnov, vho wrobe: 7/

, GRS ad. ¢lse it is news of
oysnts snd RRDDOSBI- 30, , .. Nauws mast nol mere
throw light on tRIE or that fact or event--it
oust pursue & Jelll ts FeONe,..., News i3 agl-

- tation via facts, n selactiag a news toplc, the
uriter of the pews tay mst proceed sdove all
from the realizatiosn: that »nwot all facts and not
Juast mny event abhotid e reported in the press)

- A vy ::‘
IA-RDP78-02771R000100340002-9
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PASS, in sddition to iss fuactlion as 3 nows agoncy, 1s sn
am of Soviet Oovernmens, under the comtrol of she CFSU,
A8 sueh it has intelligenca ard prepagands responsidilities
abroad and serves as 8 support Jremd for other byenches of
gmﬁwame with responsibilisies in the foreign relations

ield.

PASS positions avroad arz usel by the russian Intelligence
sarvise 28 legal case=offiger cower for clandesting t op~
erations. Of ths 7O Soviet mationale whe were 3demtified a5
TASS w} staticned atremt an ) Jammary 1559,% 00 percoent

{42 persons) appear to have boan idensnifilsd in some degree &
RIS staff persommel, Of thise, 10 have besn further idesii~
fied as possibls State sestuity awmi sntelligence service {Xoh)
Wl, and seven as petninie mililary intelligence s2rviie
'GRY) personnel. Altheugh bascd m Imcomplete identifloations,
there seem to De indicatiops that GRU glotting in PTASS is hoave
ter in western Burope, wherw T3¢ is orimerily 5 news gollact~
ing agemey, and that copverusll the NIB outwedghs the GHU in
areas where TASS disseminstlon feactions predominate,

The cover petential afyord~d by TASS is severely limitad
memerieally. The total mafwmr of 3rviet pationals repreasnt-
Ang TASS abroad does not aymnl t3 more then 100, or la8é
than 3 percent of the more then <,%06 diplomatic and efficlai
ssitions oceupied by Dovios nitionals abroad,

It has besh obserwved In Seantinavia that TASS corresyond-
ents do two types of reposiing: 1} preduction of pisces for
publicstion in the USSR prosts aré (P} compilation of object-
ive nows sad data not intdaded for publication, but dissemi-
nated eont tially among sclacted govermment and Farty Ole
fictals. If an RIS offlcdr iz under PAES cover, of course, he
23180 drafts reports on clindnttine eparstions. There are in-

toations that this is the sattan of TA3S
sivity in many parts of the e rkd,

- e " -

* Sse Appendiz A.

b o
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In the underdeveloped §rd fesmer colonial zreas of the
Free World, TAS3 fore ctiverponcdenss apd repFessntatives
act as channsls U sl which fovlet printed propagands is
dissemipated Lo aditors ang pul:lishers. TAZS representatives
do not have disssmination [tnetidns In mopt of western Burope
or in North Americe, althoph nor: than hall of the Soviet
nationals repressnting TASE am 11 those sress.

A3 an agency of the Soviet Oevermaent, TASS is able to
offer ite serviess either iyee of chasge or for a nominal fov
in comtradiatindtion to sopsercislly aWWiw such
as AP, WPI or Reyters. 8/ (m uoms cconsions TASS has even
sudbetidized publisstion of its material by paying fer it on
advertising besis, This methol of oparating has given TASS
a marieed sdvantsge in the imdedevelojsed countries of Africa
#?mtm 1ack of furvl: =olkea the actmuilslition of nows

Although TASS repressntnsives do not functlion as chamnels
for the dissemisation of oy in wastern Bprope and North Ader-
1ca, they preobably do hel; mup.ly the Commmist-sontrolled au
iafiusnced press in those ruwas with free copy and propagand:
W* In svch cases 1. 1s fremently printed without z:-
ﬁ@ wu O

PASS has considersble inflierse <n the news sent Ly thes
vesters praess from Moscow hocaise censorshipy and sestrioilons
on the movament of rwuﬁ;szQmmm majes TASS the only
complete source of detailal, dally news rom within the USIR
availadble to the world prois,

TASS aleo serves as & sari-offlcisl spoiossmen for the
USSR in ite forelign »elatfons., 4 Thias role places limits
oa the freedom of mction of TASS 1a the foredign propagands
f10ld. Compared with the distorted hote news that 1t feede
to the newspapers in it} more remote parts of Bassia, TASS
disseninations to the Weatern HESB &re strikingly fasvual
and sober in tone.

Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000100340002-9
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TASS alsc functions a5 « fureian dooument and economic
data procurement Agency foy othey vranches of the Soviet Gov-
ernmant. It has been obselved that tne Scviet United Nationg

De mw%w_tmm;nwmmn ton pop-
ularly place procurement oytes: £ Averican publieations with

mss." Soviet %;' iﬁ. ive ccoasionally asked TASS to
seoure industrial specifichiicts .ad nidedata Trom American
namlacturers,

This eonfidential intelljgena: prucurement activity is
Bot, howsver, clandestine 45d is not o asjor part of TASE
functions in the US, Ii is sossiule that this fwnetion is
peculiar to the US and other ceuntries whers the politiocal
climate induced Soviat Sipiwmiie and trade agency per-
somnel to secure the hely of Tiis.

gum- TASS perscamel ara VS close to che Soviet Minise
try of Fereign AfTalre. Many bave sterted as diplomatic re-
presentatives while others iizve pwitehed from TASS to the
foreign service,

Despite all the varied .3 s ortant functions of TASS,
it is net as close toc the owiter f povwar as Pravda, luves
or even Trud Sheplilov, Suiicv Ipd Paspelov have been ber
: of (r3YE8. A ohiel odicer of the trade waion daally,
ved a8 ehalrwman of be ixsorsant Agitprop Seetion
Central Commititee oi' :he CF3U, ' Bo director or

; director ¢f TASS had :hi. ¥oiltical stabure. Even

| A an essential funetion: of Th3is is editorialising and
slanting the news it 8olleciy, .t Joes not have the rreedom
of decision that Pravds or “:ivas i axnarelse in this field.
™he editors of the All-Bn OF. DS ens appear to have more
direct ovsmections with the igltprap Baction. The editoris)
responsibilities of the director of PAIS are administrsative
and technical rather than PO Lay = 3 in nature,

»

b
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he

In 1954 the totsl mumb2r o correspondents employed Ly
TASS was between 800 and 430. 1 Of these, about 200 were
stationsd outside the USER. €7 the remainder, not all were
under the direct Juriadictlon 3 TAS:. An undetermined num-
ber were employees of 14 of th: peparate news agenciss mnaine
tained by the union republize of the USSR, These 15 agencies
are uader the supervision o rontrol of TASS at & high policr
level only. TASS 1s the azwe aypuey of the biggest and post
importent of the 15 wnlon rapuslics, the Meesian Soviet Ped.
srel Scolalist Republic (R3IFEE). The RSPSR, whose oapital is
Noscow, embraces [7 persent of the area, 56 percent of the
population and 70 percent of the industyy of the USSR, The
mmber of TASS-RSFSR corrdscordents prodadly is preportion-
ately as great and TASS mey, therefere, have Jurisdlotion
over 800 of the 600-650 3Seviet s ugeney correspondents
within the USSR.

The 200 foreign corres;onient oF TASS are stationed in
sountries of the non-Commgrist world, plus the cowntries ol
the SinoeSoviet Blec, It is telieved that this pumber glven
by Palgunov 12/ includes ron-~foviet native employees and thet
the total ey of Soviet matlonals representing TASS sbrord
doss not sxcead 100. The tasis “or “his estimate is the ay~
pendad indemtificstion 1iit of 3. 43e% natiomals abroad zs
employees end rapresentatlves on 1 Jumuery 1959.¢

© This 1ist totals only 70 ramas. Missing from 1t are the
nomes of TASS resentatives probahly stabls in Poland,
Csschoslovekis, Eungery, lxmais, Bulgaria, Albanis, Rorth
Korea and Morth Viebt Nam. T limting fve Chins say bde in-~
complate, Rast Serasny s Tigssiavia, however, are fully
ssooumnted for. A8 & mpatter 2 propostion betwesn the number
of known repressntatives tnd ths uninown, 100 would seam to
be 2 vasonable maximun eplinte for the totzl mwber of
Soviet nationals employed Ly 'MAS3 abroad.

* See appendix A,

“ o A -
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e total nusber of TAL @playess is beliszved te de
about 2,000, slthough then: 1 ¢ fl¥w evidense for this ea-
timate. It is bzped on th: asmmpuion that there may be at.
least two support employem: fo: ¢#ach zorrespondent, on the
Palgunov statement that 35 ar:ent of headguarters personnsl
were amployed by the Commgui<gsicns Departuent ;3/, and on
gnalogy with other news &gy lae,

B. Yolume of Traffic

In 1954, dowestic and ore.gh PASS corresgondence [lled
a daily average of tetween 70.009 and 700,000 words, while
the average distributed to :limbls was between 217,000 and
225,000. Wost of she :roes tine from abreg he domes-
tic news Ille averaged onls ibout 20,000 to 24,000 words &
day. 1%/ This indicates €1:¢ the main responsibilicy cof TA3:
is to provide foerelgn hews.

The fact thet 75 percadc o) TASS correspondents are am-
ployed in the UESR 1s at vairlaace with the preponderance of
foreign news over the domanzic viriety. Thers are a numbder
of possible ressons for thiz:, e ntuas recalved by TAES
from foreign news agencied aty altar the balance etween for-
eign and domestic output, v the domescic reporters may be
am:gcd in colleating news oha. & net destined for dissoml-
nation.

c. Pudget

TASS does not publish iy amged Cigures and refused to
supsply any when UNESCO was .resaxdng its 1353 study %g
» : Strettare and ) iras, Huwever, TASS dlrecicr

38 2

: v in )4 In a 1950 anErview with former 3enstor
william Benton that the TA33 awkiel budget was two and one-
hell tismes that of fgwnce feepce FPreese and less than that
of the Associsted Press. J3/ i the basis of the above-
mentizncd UHRICO siudr, ofiizh gave the AP badzet for 1051
a8 $28,603,605 and that of AFF as abeut §7,800,000, it would
seem that the TASS budget sau rxwt 18,000,000, 11/

In this interview Fulgunoy depiec that TASS recelves any
govermment sybeidy szad aff{irtwd that it operates en the sibe
seriptions it receives fra:r cllent mtwspapers. 137 However,

Approved For Releascug4e PIR080100340002-9
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doub’ 40 g e i fact
hil wful becsuse it Lo = L&Virh»mi; ae&egm
ggiﬁ: gﬂ amtig}.“m subsidizes the variows communica~

‘ , 3 rot known, Monsy derived
tions modia although the Saouns g 25.{ fent to cover expenses. 1)/

I3 RO
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111, Qmgspimcie: of TASS in UBSH

- The editorisl fuactiers: of TA33 in the USSR are shared v
oight departaents, fowr of 'hiich handle the colleetion and
dissemination of foredgn sixi dwmeéstic news while the others
are special feature oF ediicrisl service departments., In ad-
diticn, there are three phirulcc:l aperations departments, ona
for ccasmunicatisas and t¥n ‘or eiromlation; plus administra-
tive and mpport units,

The Rews«Ire i 0-fige (INOPASS - Redektsiya
inostreansoy infermateil TXI:) e the largest sand wost impors-
ant of the sditerial depamrimnic. Palgwov states that it
is the largest &epartment . U cansral TASS office, /
bt he gives no statistics .wd introduces a somewhat puszliag
nots by saying that "the Casswiltatisas Department inclundes
5 percent of the total caiorsl cffice persommel,”™ 2 Ir
moye than 70 ﬁmmt of tiy serstonel of the TAS3 central ¢f-
fise were employed in thes: twy dapartments, them the strength
of the other dspartments wrild be wntelievably small.

INOTASS is spporenicly orpanized on an syad-lesk dasis.
A % part of the incomfn; sopy s loreign language material.
Translation is cone in the iren branch where the eopy is edlited,
LangRage experts are attadnsd 5o the ares wrsnohes and the ali-
tars on these deslks ape rapirad to kave 3 working knowladge
of the languagesof the ayxa: for vhiek thay are responeible.

411 TASE oorrvespouyisrts pbro3d are controlled Ly
THOTARS, whome § ry regsonsibility is the collectlon of
foreign news. o P, 4% resrite snd aditorial functlions
are important ard include ihe opversion of such foreign news
into propagands sultable Zor publication in the US3R as well
a8 the preparetion of mord sbjactive news [iles for conliden- ,
tial dlssemination in resi ict:d govermment and Party clrcles. 22/

Approved For Releasez 999884 2 L IASF ¥100340002-9
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witd ther DNOTALS has any responsibllity
for AL ufm soniante, such ss the Domestic News
wrz {as: has for am%i ¢ orrespondents.

W i.aias mﬁ &{alaiasim of 1l rASS domestic cor-
e ggf = supervists the #ork of g& f g ] aaaﬁﬁa;m
Sowiet mgahnan tak $ta control fwmetions -
igxy mﬁg&a AES mitg«rf;&'gr avey the mm nmn:z
agsncies is rﬁm& i exaroised
amm emns. ver, 137 13 the primary news-ge msrm,,
for the b%mﬁ pog: imoortent of the mm repun-
88, hhs Bassian t Rler:l Soclaliast Republic.

ertapoe of =iw Wb nows-gatheying offices,

RS and mﬁ has been vincorcad since 1954 when the edi-
torial offices fer dissemisi:tiag nows to the Boviet press mi
to the mwtimx presa weps integrated and Freaunably pade
subordinate to RSI snd INQTASS respectively. This acoords
with the mm mw" sf TSI 85 a technical newe-col-
lestion apparatus and with its sudbordiinate aditoprial role in
the Soviet ymew muot b,

[{sseminata: 158 pews file directly to the

vere and 97 ey of the larger Pepublic and
9mmm muu. Bt hip newe £ile is 10t the ultimate
spenazends re-wrdite. The finished produmet 1is prepared by the
mﬁa of the All-Uion aanz&xsn; partioularly the oditcrs
of Prawda, who load the Bdervd 1in implementing the pre~
sgnds directives of the PR,

The Office for Disssminacion to the Popelgn Press
(RIDZ - Redaktailya informstsil dlya smgranitey has no do-
pestic op foregin correscerdorts. other than a few reporsert

10
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Noscow to asmare the prdmpt {iscemination of smmg
i:d arty gﬂ mlm&.y ha PI STOLSEEsS the news files
of m and RST to meke thes auitsbls for 1te mmr;t
and alse trenslates the rejsrts into lorelgn a;ﬁm-m trice
has & large stalf of expert trengintors, In 195%, mgj &
was integrated into INOTALE, ovesumably in 2 subordina

L 4
The Office for Disssmination to the Preas
ey Ing ¥LiT e aflnl In relatively finlshed

M‘m 1 Py tne T Telatively rinished
famy <] ' ir :m telow the All-Untom, repubils

LY

; incial level. W al-c hus sxtensive translating
Wﬁm for the sixill mewspagers in the USSR which

appenr g languages. ‘e fmportant All-Union snd Ghe
lapger i%s&gis snd provifiizl newspapers are not mpplled
vy RINP, but by RSI.

tegration of N ps 8 subordinate alement witn-
mmé?agwwurmummmmmmﬁ
of the saaller newspagers i1 the USSE in recemt ysears. The
eiraulation of the All=Union nawepapers aleme, Bot ocounting 5
the larger republic and provincirl dsiliss, has gmfmés gﬁ
to 80 percent of the entife newsp.aper aircmlation in the UESF
in the past seven yosrs. 1;/

Plastic masrices 4f th2 central newspaper
flows to sn increasing mrtis of cities ¢

tion.

WiTted 15 a greatsr c& Pl
tpol, which his been outsics TAR

: indicative ¢1 whe smubordinate position of RV
snd rmxin“m propagands. ficld that RINP 1s charged with

{reulating leed articles :nd editorisls {rew Pravds and other
il&%&f%mﬁmﬂ to thosa 1e3al acwspupers ol VL3R

which sre too small for the Pess Buresm of Pravda to bother
with,

@

oy
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The TASS Photo Sezvice maintiins & staff of photow
graghers 1in ¢ities throwghout the USSR, It also has
a steffl of ;&w&a@*&g&*m, pome of whom are sent abrogd
on special w 1= 1553, s.t aumﬁm 27,000
photos and it lme & : *}*‘ atives. 27/
It maintaims contractus nl&nmwm with W m pie-
ture services, essenti for moculement purposgs., Sovicto
has been identi:iled as s 13?;: Umting agency for TASS Phote
‘Service plctures abroed. 32/

The TASS Press Butsau rodutes, or procures from
outside writers, speelsl f2atvre srticles for disseminstiorn
smong the smaller nowsnspdrs ¢f the USSR, About 1, ar-
ticles of this type are dissemin:ted each year and ayre
mainly concerned with idedlopy o fepelgn affalrs. ™he
Press Buresu wxl RO awgp;lamwats sach other in suppl the
smaller newspapers with featwres and edltorials, The Press
Buresm appears to do a chinnel for Apitprop-dirscted dissend-
natione to the »orve pHinitivwe sections of the Soviet presc

» RDE servéz as & ckamel l'or extending the dis-
t&m af fravda and gthey AllePnion editorisl materisle
MMOST coanrs ¢f k2 Noviet newspaper system,

The Press Cliahe {f{i¢» Lrepures plastic matrices leor
the printing of entire pajss o thousands of lesser newspsjars
in the USSR, This relievses tke newspapers of the necessity
of setting wp e Tor artisiis writien in Mopcow.

™e Prs.s Cliche {ifice ig & techniasl service seoxiosn
and is dependant om RIMP, tha Ppees Durean and the Photo Sey-
vice QffMlce Tor the matarisl 1t uses. It i3 neverticless
clagsed as on editorial éffis% rather than a purely technicsl
seyvice because its deciglonsisa metters of lavou:, format apd

12
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styling are editorially sijriflcant ax conatitute = reduction
of freedom of oholse of lotsl sditors, Its services strengthen
central control over the etitsrisl poliey of the thousands oF
lesser newsyapers in the Sivia systes., In November 1954, she
Prees Cliche Office was int«zc tei with the Photo Service (-
fice, 38/
4. formation {: five

It iz believed tha> TA ¢ msaintains a special redic ln-
formation office for direc:. news disseminstion to Radlo Mogsow
and its sffiliates. 33/ Puigwwov states that it 1s part of
the Cosswmicaticns Departmm:t hieh has no editorial respona.-
bilities.

C.

Tha Compunications DJepartzent handles dalily more than
one miliion ords of copy ~or she TALS system. It cperatet
many of the comsmnications faciliitlies used by PTASS in Russias
and adjeasen: < awtries sudh &8 1edlo and wireless stations and
teletype and telegreph linrs, U7

Since most TASS t@aiffic movet over facilities not ex-
clusively sontrolled by TA3I3, :he Cormunications Department acts
a8 & lialson element in agcertaining TAZS requirements. Some
of these relationships ard governed by officlal deeree. The
Couniell of Ministers sets tfe sates or trensmission costs for
TASS and the several Soviat I jublie telegraph ageancles, 30/
An agreement between the Einistry of Communicztioms and TASS
stipulstes that governmentsl comwnications have priority cver
all others, regardless of how they sre transmitted, An sxcep-
tion is made when TASS or cther news agency communicatione &ro
carrying the texts of goverzmnt.l decrees. 36/

2. The Two Circulati¢r epaiments

Palgunov reports ire existence of two clreulaticn
or distribution departmeni:, 7/ tme for the larger newWspIoeErs
snd one for thes smaller. Th® sj-esxr to be responsidle for
the delivery of mats, cute or douments thet have to be hand-
Qm from TA3S to the 113.¢8.
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Palgunov lwaps Soge ther nder this desigmation ¥plan=
ning and rinanoa, ‘g&nis ration, foareign Nrgme dapartnent,
domastic referente Jdeparttent, axliting, ete.” MNo further
irformetion is available concersing these elements.
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IV. Control gad Goordingtion of TASS

The Director of TA3S auli hils Gopution are formally re-
sponsible to the Council o Mianieters By whom are os~
tensibly appointed, Haevsr, Luormed sources belleve tnai
the Agitprop Section of thy CP3U Central Committes is really
the controlling element. #j/

™is method of coatrol was undoustedly chusen to make it
impossible for zny single rislatry to dominate and exploit
TASS for its own puryoses. la this, TASS resonblas the Sivio-
form Buresu and GLAVLIT (M.in Gsinistration for Saleguardin:
m.nm-g and State Secrsts). wuleh ave formally responsible
to the Council of Ministers an: kot so any pariieular miniscoy.

Although Agitprop Prebuiiy fvnctions as the coordimation
and control cemter for doewitis juovitcation policies, the
Forelgn Section, or othes xdy, ¢ ths Central Committee,
CPSU, 1s poesibly more dirucil; ¢xmcerned in the direction
and supervision af TaSs,

V. ZhjE ad e s

Mary TASS positions abicad asc being used Ly the Russian
intelligence services, KB znd U, ap cover for intelligence 1A8
officers, N tdentiricati¢cns smmig TASS persornc’ stationec 29X1A8a
abroad as of 1 January 1555 incicate that TASS 4s a favorsed
RIS cover mechanism. Howeyss, sice thare are only some 100
TASS slets avallunble abecad she 8600y ' Wse 48 eOVer iz relg-
tively restricted in comparisin to the nusber of other official
slots avallable for legal sover.

A case ir point was the 46li~kaowr Anderssen case in 1%l
in Stockhola. Andersasen was & juedisk apmy officer who sup-
plied military irformation ixuc Lwedish coast defenses to &
W case officer, Viktar inisimov, 3 GRD operator undar

PEPT LR 2Tl h e, e kit ed
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There may be 3 correlacion betwesn TASE and RIS functlions
in the propaganda field, Thr acilvity of Grigorly Gerasimé-
vich Yefimov, at present J:sresary for Public Inforsation in
the Soviet Bmbassy in Nesw :1hl, tut who went to India as &
TASS cerrespondent in Octaday 144, is suggestive. His ac-
tivities include the excandzd luviet propaganda drive, lislson
with Communist leaders in J2ylon end Kerala, 39/ and alleged
participation in the planming e preparation of para-military
orejects. 40/ .

TASS correspondents operrting in the non-Communist worid

gravitate to indigenous Casamwxlsi anu left-wing Journalistie
circles and thelir offices ire largely staffed by such persosa.
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